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English uses gerunds and infinitives to talk about why 
people use things. This is useful for describing the 
purpose of everyday objects and household gadgets.

New language  Gerunds and infinitives

Vocabulary  Household gadgets

New skill  Talking about why you use things

KEY LANGUAGE GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

FURTHER EXAMPLES GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES

When you talk about why you generally use things, you can use “for”  
with a gerund, or the infinitive (“to” plus verb). The meaning is the same.

What things are for

“For” with a gerund

Infinitive

The present simple 
expresses a routine action.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL
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Sentence refers to one particular 
email, not emails in general.

Sentence refers to a specific 
action, not a routine action.

KEY LANGUAGE INFINITIVES FOR SPECIFIC ACTIONS
When you talk about why someone does a specific action rather than 
what you do with something in general, you must use the infinitive.  
It is incorrect to use “for” and a gerund in this case.

MATCH THE BEGINNINGS OF THE SENTENCES TO THE CORRECT ENDINGS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

On a radio show, three inventors 
present their new gadgets.
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KEY LANGUAGE PHRASAL VERBS
Things you do with gadgets are often explained  
in English using separable phrasal verbs.

The particle can come after the object.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

USE THE WORDS IN THE PANEL TO DESCRIBE THE  
GADGETS, SPEAKING OUT LOUD

The particle can come 
straight after the verb.
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READ THE GUIDE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

 Gerunds and infinitives   Household gadgets   Talking about why you use things  
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